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This volume, the final report on
excavations at Selevac Staro-
Sclo, looks at the transformation
of socioeconomic life in a late
neolithic village in Yugoslavia
and probes into the evolution of
agricultural societies in Europe
some 1500 years after food
production techniques were first
introduced.

Conducted by an
international interdisciplinary
team and led by Ruth Tringham
(University of California,
Berkeley) and Du¥an Krstic,
National Museum, Belgrade), the
Selevac Archacological Research
Project studied the hypothesis
that the Vin&a-Plo¢nik phase of
the Vinga culture, along with
other late neolithic/early
eneolithic Balkan cultures,
represents stages of the
transformation to a new form of
agricultural society, one with
permanent and highly organized
villages, an elaboration of
material culture, an expanded
exploitation of resources, an
intensification of economic
production, and an increase in
the complexity of
communication, exchange, and
ritual activity. Selevac was
occupicd from the late Vinta-
Tordos to early VinZa-PloZnik
phases of the VinZa culture
(50204400 BC).

The primary objectives
of the research were to clarify the
chronology and cultural
evolution of late neolithic and
early eneolithic VinZa culture in
the Morava-middle Danube
Basin; to examine the process of
socioeconomic transformation of
the early agricultural societies; to
explore the variation in
settlement pattern between large,
unenclosed settlements and the
deeply stratified tell-like
settlements of the Vinta culture;
and to map out the regional
pattern of settiement.

The material covered
includes an introduction to the
development and organization of
the Selevac Archaeological

Rescarch Project; a discussion of
neolithic settlement patterns in
the Morava-Danube confluence
area; an examination of the
chronology of the Vinta culture;
a comprehensive chapter on the
field research during the 1976-
1978 excavations; reports on the
flora and fauna, ceramic and
nonceramic uses of clay,
figurines, stone and bone
artifacts, and the beginnings of
copper metallurgy; and, finally, a
conclusion which synthesizes the
results of the Selevac project in
the context of Southeast
European prehistory.

Ruth Tringham, Professor of
Anthropology at University of
California, Berkeley, has spent
many years studying Eastern
European prehistory. Her early
research in the area culminated in
the publication of Hunters,
Fishers and Farmers of Eastern
Europe, 6000-3000 BC, which
was published in 1971. The
Selevac Archaeological Research
Project represents her first major
field project since that book. At
present, she is working on the
results from an archacological
field project at Opovo in
Yugoslavia, bringing to it a
growing interest in prehistoric
architecture and household
organization.

Dugan Krsti¢ is the Director of
the Department of Prehistory and
the National Museum in
Belgrade. He has directed many
excavations of prehistoric sites,
especially from the neolithic and
bronze age periods. Most
recently he has worked at Iron
Gate Gorge in Yugoslavia.
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... 1 kuce su bile toliko blizu jedna drugoj da su matke skakale sa krova na krov. . . .

... and the houses stood so close together that a cat could jump from one roof to another . . . ,

Serbian folk memory of the old village of Selevac
(Selevac-Staro Selo)
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Conventions and Abbreviations Used in the
Text and Illustrations

Chronology

BC Calibrated dates according to Ralph et al. (1973)

be Uncalibrated radiocarbon years

S-A phase Stratigraphic-Architectural phase at Selevac

BH Building horizon designated 77-78 or 76 according to excavation arcas of 1976-
1978 seasons

bh Building horizon within each trench

Excavation

T.or Tr Trench (Serbian sonda): Basic excavation unit at Selevac

Qu or Quad Quadrat: Four divisions within each trench (generally 2 x 2 m)
Conventionally, quadrats were numbered in each irench as follows:
1=S8E,2=8W,3=NW,4=NE

sec. Section: Subdivison of quadrat, generally, 1 x 1 m
Orientation of the trenches and reference to cardinal points in the trench
descriptions have been simplified so that a direction that is actually NNW is
referred to as North, one that is actually SSW is referred to as South, WSW is
referred to as West, and ENE is referred to as East.

F. or Feat Feature: Unit of natural stratigraphy

el Excavation level: Generally 10-15 em thick artificial pits

Illustrations in chapter 4

The building horizon plans (figs. 4.24-4.36) comprise interpretative syntheses of the situation at one
or more excavation levels. To show the actual stratigraphic situation, the following conventions
have been adopted in these plans:

1. If a feature is stratified at the same excavation level as those of the hypothesized floor level
of the building horizon being illustrated but belongs to a later building horizon, then it is surrounded
by a dotied line. If the feature was observed during the excavation of the other features of the
building horizon, then its actual fill is shown. If it was not observed at the hypothesized floor level
of the building horizon, but is assumed to have been cutting through it, then it is illustrated but its
fill is not shown.

2. 1f a feature is observed and defined at a lower or at the same excavation level as those of
the hypothesized floor level of the building horizon being illustrated and possibly also belongs to
that building horizon, then it is surrounded by a dotted line but its fill is not illustrated.

3. Ifafeature is observed and defined ata lower excavation level than those at the hypothesized
floor level of the building horizon being illustrated but definitely belongs to that building horizon,
then it is surrounded by a dotted line and its fill 7s illustrated.

4. If a feature is stratified at the same excavation level as the hypothesized floor level of the
building horizon being illustrated, then it is surrounded by a solid line and its fill is shown.

5. If a feature is stratified at the same ¢xcavation level as the hypothesized floor level of the
building horizon being illustrated but its upper levels have been removed by excavation—for
example the rubble over the floor of a domestic structure—then it is surrounded by a solid line and
its fill is not shown.
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